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THE RISE OF THE UAE GAMING SECTOR:
A BOOMING MARKET

Introduction

The UAE's gaming industry is witnessing unprecedented growth, reflecting
oglobal trends and asserting its position as a regional hub for gamers,
developers and investors. With market revenues surpassing USD 1 billion
(2023), the country’'s gaming sector is thriving, fueled by cutting-edge
technological advancements, robust government initiatives, and a youthful,
tech-savvy population.. This article delves into the factors driving the UAE's
gaming boom, its current landscape, and future potential.

Numerical Data

In 2021, the UAE's gaming market was valued at USD 0.4 billion, with /3%
of its 10 million people identitying as gamers, which surpasses the global
average. Of these, 41% spent money on games. According to Statista, the
online gaming market is projected to reach USD 50.60 million in 2024,
orowing at an annual rate of 4.09 percent to reach USD 5/7.0/ million by
2027/. User numbers are predicted to rise to 1.3 million, with penetration
rates increasing from 12.4% in 2024 to 12.7% by 2027/,

The UAE gaming ecosystem spans diverse segments, Iincluding mobile
gaming, console gaming, Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR)
gaming, tablet gaming, esports, PC gaming, and cloud gaming. According to
the 2022 data from the Ministry of Economy, mobile gaming leads In
popularity, attracting 39% of gamers, followed closely by console gaming at
38% and PC gaming at 33%. Among these, the mobile gaming segment
: stands out as the industry's largest market, projected to reach a market
tha Kanmann volume of USD 1/3.60 million by 2024.

. ,Semor Associate Government Support and Initiatives
Solicitor (England & Wales) The UAE government recognizes gaming as a critical economic driver and
nas launched several initiatives to promote industry growth, positioning
itself alongside leading gaming markets such as South Korea and Japan,
which have long been pioneers in fostering gaming ecosystems.
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e Dubai Program for Gaming 2033: Launched in November 2023, this ambitious program aims to position Dubai among the

top 10 global gaming hubs. It plans to create 30,000 gaming-related jobs and boost Dubai’'s GDP by approximately USD 1
dillion by 2033.

e DMCC Gaming Centre: Established Iin 2022, this center provides a collaborative platform for developers, distributors, anc
technology Innovators. It offers specialized licensing for gaming and esports activities, access to advanced infrastructure, anc
a supportive ecosystem for growth.

e Dubai Esports and Games Festival: Since its inception in 2022, this festival has become a key event, celebrating all aspects of
gaming. By 2024, it had attracted over 50,000 attendees and had featured partnerships with major gaming brands such as
Riot Games and Ubisoft, further cementing its global reputation. By 2024, it expanded to a 1/-day event featuring 33
tournaments, showcasing the UAE's commitment to fostering a vibrant gaming community and its global ambitions in esports.

Licensing and Visa

n the UAE, numerous free zones support the gaming industry, offering opportunities for professionals in the field. Gaming
orofessionals can also apply for a 10-year Golden Visa. Some of the free zones supporting the gaming industry include Dubal
Multi Commodities Centre, Dubal Internet City, Dubai Technology Entrepreneur Centre, TwoFour54, and Ras Al Khaimah
-conomic Zone. Affordable business license packages are offered, starting from AED /,/50.

Applicants for the golden visa must obtain a Creative and Talented Accreditation Certificate from Dubal Culture and meet other
eligibility criteria, including being over 25 years old. It's important to note that obtaining approval or permit issuance from Dubai
Culture does not constitute a final approval; it Is a conditional approval as part of the required procedures to obtain other

approvals from local and/or federal authorities involved in issuing the visa. This initiative enhances the UAE's appeal as a global
hub for gaming talent and innovation.

Future Prospects

The future of the UAE gaming sector is promising, with significant potential to emerge as a global leader in game development,
esports, and gaming technology. The region’s strategic location, world-class infrastructure, and investor-friendly policies provide

fertile ground for growth. For investors, the UAE gaming sector presents a lucrative opportunity to diversify portfolios and
capitalize on a rapidly expanding market.

As the industry evolves, it will continue to foster innovation, create high-value jobs, and contribute substantially to the UAE's

economy. Whether for developers, content creators, or industry professionals, the UAE offers unparalleled opportunities to thrive
in the Middle East’'s burgeoning gaming landscape.

Disclaimer

Any information in this communication is not intended or written by us to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed by any governmental taxing authority or agency,
or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any matters addressed herein.

The opinions and analyses expressed herein are subject to change at any time. Any suggestions contained herein are general, and do not take into account an individual’'s or entity’s specific circumstances. Any third
party information contained herein is from sources believed to be reliable, but which we have not independently verified. Past performance is not indicative of future results.

No warranty or representation, express or implied, is made by Strohal Legal Consultants, nor do we accept any liability with respect to the information and data set forth herein. Distribution hereof does not
constitute legal, tax, accounting, investment or other professional advice. Recipients should consult their professional advisors prior to acting on the information set forth herein.
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